ISABELLE WALKER 0473
	Personal Study Plan

	

	Define the objective or focus of the essay:

	DOES NUDE PHOTOGRAPHY EMPOWER WOMEN BY ALLOWING THEM TO RECLAIM THEIR BODIES, OR DOES IT REINFORCE OJECTIFICATION? 
I am determined to investigate several artists that take nude photographs, comparing how male and female nude images are perceived and how women are sexualized in images. I will also explore how women perceive themselves in nude photography, debating whether they inflict objectification or they are just searching for “classical beauty.” To investigate this, I will compare artists like Imogen Cunningham and Konrad Cramer. Studying how each photographer photographed women, proving whether their work is sexualized.    






	The relationship between the practical work and the focus of the study:

I am planning to focus my photography on certain body parts, comparing male and female anatomy. I will take photographs of females, varying in age, showing the development of the female body, comparing it to men. I will also deepen my work by exploring various types of nude photography by using mirrors, glass, different angles and vantage points. This will allow me to develop my understanding of the worlds vision of classical beauty and objectification. I will also try to recreate images that photographers took, like the series of Imogen Cunningham – Alta on the beach (1920) and Edward Weston – Nude (1925). Cunningham has inspired me to create images close and shadowed, photographing women anatomy in a classic but beautiful way, keeping the image mysterious. However, I will also use Bill Brants work to create images in a less sexualized way, photographing the human body with a close vantage point, analyzing the unique bodies that we live in. This will allow me to see how every body part is different, despite it having the same function. It may allow my viewers to almost respect and cherish bodies, not relying on it for sexual viewing. Most of my images will be black and white, using a digital camera and photoshop to develop the images, creating high contrast and harsh shadowing, almost disguising the person in the image. I want my photographs to be powerful, deepening the idea that the human body is not just to be seen or used for sex, the body should be cherished, valuing the life it has given us. 

	  


















   

	Sources to be used:

	Books (at least THREE):
	Websites:
	Other sources:

	Classic Nude Photography: techniques and images by Peter Gowland. 

Nude Photography, the art and craft by Pascal Beatens. 

Fine Art Nude Photography: lighting, posing and photographing the human form by Lindsay Adler.

The body – William A. Ewing. 
	 https://www.photoeye.com/gallery/artists/Imogen-Cunningham/portfolio/Nudes/47505/Portfolio14  

https://www.westongallery.com/original-works-by/edward-weston  
	  




















   



















	List the pieces of work that you will analyse in the study.  Identify reasons for choosing these particular pieces and points that may be highlighted in the analysis.  Mark the primary source/s with *

	Name of piece:
	Reasons for choice/Points to be raised:

	  Alta on the beach series (1920) – Imogen Cunningham.





Triangles series (1938) – Imogen Cunningham.










Nude (1925) – Edward Weston. 







Nude (Charis Wilson) (1936) – Edward Weston. 
	Imogen’s series of Alta on the beach sexualizes women in a public place. She is lied down in the sand, admiring the world above her, when realistically, Cunningham is photographing her to capture her beauty, so the audience can admire her body…


The triangle series photographs the side of women, folding into themselves. It mainly focusses on the side of the torso and the breasts, leaving the viewer to focus on the flesh and how the female anatomy can form triangles. The images frame the female body, less on objection and more about the light and form. This disrupts the traditional male gaze that eroticizes against women’s bodies. It takes the idea away that not all female nudes should be a desire for only male viewing. 


Weston photographs the torso, back and limbs of women. He focusses his nudes to be more abstract and idealized instead of sexualized. He removes the face which reinforces objectification, allowing men to desire her body, without having to admire the beauty of her face. All that remains is an aesthetic body. 


Weston showed how nude photography can not only be sexualized but also celebrated. Weston, like his other nudes, removed the identity of the women, fragmenting her, allowing her to be more desirable to men. The sensual positioning is admiring to men as Weston focused his work on her smooth skin and feminism. Wilson was not only a model but Weston’s lover, the intimate relationship complicates the photograph. Posing for her lover, may have made her feel empowered but realistically she was being idealized by other men. This enforces how women bodies are used as raw material for the male artistic expression.


	Visit/s made/to be made: 
· London Trip to visit art galleries

	     

	Possible conclusion/s to the study:

	No possible conclusion yet. 



